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Examining the relationship between the types of color selecting
behavior and self-esteem in Mabinogi, the on-line game

Jang, You Won / Doh, Young Yim / Kim, Jee Yeon

Department of Psychology, YONSEL university

In Mabinogi, a RPG online game, users are allowed to dye the characters' outfits freely. Selecting a
preferred color in the online game may be similar to that of reality, but there are other psychological
characteristics uniquely prevalent in cyberspace. It can be hypothesized that color selection online entails
a unique psychological mechanism. In order to categorize Mabinogi users based on their color selection
and to examine each categories' characteristics, self-efficacy was measured. Results were as follows: color
selection had four factors - color insensibility, trend following, self expression and the suitability with
character image. Cluster analysis divided the sample into three groups: color sensitive group, trend
followers and color insensitive group. Three groups differed significantly on self-efficacy scores for
pessimistic self-image, concern for other's perception of the self and dependency. In order to gain better
understanding of color selecting behavior for online game users, future research need to explore both

the common and diverse color images that the users possess and their psychological structures.





