GAMASUTRA

The Art & Business of Making Games

What the Copycat Saw: Creative Theft in Mobile and Social Games
DuiXl= Rog Et=rF ZHida &AM Aol EHely Hx

= T A=

ESESPN DF0|E E£2 (Michal Thomsen)
JilolEgl SEY: 20124 1€ 5

AEl2 ARl T B2 Nolo) TRE ERIUL. WSS HHsIT o, 2u
A71E sto] @ W B0l MM BUCH 3wl MH5el 712 ol HolMRE EAE
Al slgel o 2Eofl o=\l Atz MBI ofolC|of& 2HH3| wotSe

%I_
Lok d3Ael otolcjofe] =80| et =SA0| =& AIE2 AM AL I?

Olent Z2EHE, ARES NS B o FxMel S82 EAMKIL M Borst Holg
M2E e of@auct =2ols 2ot 2 AtEIM Aol Aelmel Tgo| 53 o =&
sojgt&Uct Zheist o Jkx| HAHOR olROA AYS st A2 I e Helstod
M, 242 EMoz, ol2g SAR IESHD 150 Yt HAS SuSky @ojE 9
£ sls e ojMECt o HeAadct

Zutol| Aol gelet SAM0| BURISHH A HHSSS B0 St

MElof MMLIR AlAHOl USOIT BPEL, HURE 2 +F2 I, Mol x5 A

st =%, A =

A, MA =elsh =d, tetd fdE zoeh Hodol2ts ME

Hojof &Lt o2t J“OH%0I 2etex el 7leH
°|oH FMAIHAM, EHP 2 od AY2 AT ofdE TR
22 ofo|t|of7t X £2 AlRtES AIFEO| = AFHC.

FoAvtE M=F
ZAS2| 2HRof

s Apalgkel A

%0 rSE = A
=
NIE 2
ofm

=
Ral
m]
ol

r

a2l SEoloj= theet ¥ olo|E2E MISE 29 REL2FE EXEE Lo
L

2ol oECct= WS LA =HASUCH Zuke2 ZE A2 o|ei & ZASHALE, ol Tt
DU E KP7|EAle 2 ol2e| st E7lR? oYX o|= XMatAHEo| Zdie 2 A4 A
o deks o|ENR? MES SHZFE stutel 2ES E355H7| fIs MEFo] JAEHI?
One Sail and 100 Anchors: ¢t &3} 100 &

e &Hcol Ex 2 elst =2 £&Alo] Holt 2X| Jhgsle WS o#@SHcCh 2l
O 2 82 A& s1/e MM z=zel &A ofmrl AMXI D chs Do ch "f2l= o<
EFA =Ho| UHFOZ HolAF L2 75 HXE BAE & Qots HE AHS DL USE
Hcb” 2l Kixeye2l CE0Q! |/ shdelo| 2si&uUct. “2|7F HolAFe| siAl HelZzol



AFHCH” B

ofSe| o232 M2g RBsIX Lote olfE Be o2fE AlYdsel BRI Loke Ao
2 tE ChA
otmlob AlRlol =Xstm U&ict. ol

2 TAl Ao Aol UL, M= £ ot
& o sdolizlcts At

b= oiEtel 24 LA & o geldct. 2
AEZ=(A0lE) 2FE Ol 2oty =

Kabam2 7| 2i0] 23|24 M2 zntst-z342 ZAetet 12 272 0| 474X Allel st o
dol2tn gLt Ao 2E F2 &4 & ZHEY JHEX0f thek FAtet FE0| U

2 7 AgHch
2 MER HetH(sprites)2 w72 Ald22 HiE £ AE ofolr|ofgte =88t
Ct. ol2fet 52 o4 2Hi A9 H gaste o= dEkx|eh gy s ot

of Zzgto] EMe M= oEHMoZLL TfE WAL R ChE HEUXe g¥oz S0/t A
2 ¢ oE&LCh.

A AFEAIZAM Oo|ZdojofE RUTH w Aol ME AIY” o2t StHEI0l IS
Ch.ootF M2 =2 7, =old A, AlZaold Zlato] Zxer Eldct, “dejA o
ojejol & Zolzta dztsts A2 ofget 2ol x7| JiEo| Botxlchks Zdnt TJ2{H At
2=0| o|Aoll zlo| W& £ Acks WALt
stxlet f2l= e AlRS0l B £&2

Hg Fobte e 2 ° Heuct oE
Ho| A2 ol2ist WE FBAE +2IF EME| 2o 6iF3 F2 oS By we 5
AR, N sMe HT walol 2;ESt FAY & 2 Kol Mot DY

1o
ol

=0 & = g F Stths AMARY 2 of20l glof= Aot d3Ael 28 HAMS0
Atmg Wil ghESoHAM, OS0| S0/22 HEM ot AMH 2L = AL =
gt Z202i, ofumolE, CiXto|HE2 MER olo|C|ofS0] &2 T FHLUZE Al2HA|
1 Aol 275t OS5 Ms5E ASSH Yse=zEM B2 =2 21 Aguoh 'He M
s Uc HYSO0| F2 oM Lsk= Xofl thslf & ¢ o 4Zpstn 4ob'n stdHlo] Y

Ir AR
gUHCH "O82 g4 EE Z2Esks A2 2l SV E ot dZAS U e
HMX0f ZAtet WE FE Aol A T Aold DNAZF EXct TSN Hoje. XM= SF
Hel Elo| &2 EoUZ] floh 22|X2E AMRE0| EXMEctE A 2Hlgh o).

CHE Al2tel ZES Zsts A2 MAH ZHED ofHz2t E= M Adct. 8Lt ol=
of MAHH2 Mot J& Atolo] HAMA =sadg vtdste ohE, AEXHeE 2o
Ch. "ol= &M Mz Fofoll gt 7|&2 'AEAH FAHEIL 'O Hol=, HofH|A
& dHE LLP IP HS AL TR &L CH



I'|-|I 30

A S| 2l elExez 2ok AU ch ghek Ehalol ¢l
2] ctH, ol= F7tE o ZE4 5t7| fsi M etst= 240l of
Aolgls dg LA 2 Addch MAEYH2 olo|t|oE 2SS fEU k.

o [ S = -

SEXI2F MZHAE O AbA| 7} ofo|C[of & &H2td I3'|11|01(tang|b|e medium)oll FHA|7|= EH

Lok kel MIF Al HAYEES fIE ofo|t|olE JHX|2 Aot 2tn etctH a2
O|Zio| of? ZEStot Wzistl L7k O Hiz Yol sioft 71|°'° gt== Zo| Helo| &
7HE fIERE 2 JUAXT MEAHES flbistx] @2 Aol2tn” HolE& LI SUC

‘M= Mol ofolt|olE &z o|Clojoll BAl gL, 7[F5AL =SS E EUuEH

2 ZE=stEl Fol #2d olt|ojol HAXUCE” o|2g o|fF==E elsl AMEA
et HEY 252 53 o o2 XN ZEUcCH kst 2 F A2kl HFU|
TAME 2 SYsks Awet ot et HupedE FEolAM s SFet S0l AEMoR

F7| Euct &d 2 Ao2, FHH|7L LR 2 HStALE
gt FEoz Hste A2 deet Xol7t A Eo[AL Moz H&
W2l =Hl ole{E 2tg FEo| 3lojsi &t

Mo HT 2 rir ¥

& o 2Ae U2t Zhel MEtAEEe| Aolghol olF o ofEA SHEL sfel WA} Z7ho|
HY ClE2 B2 vlE&2 Ftsk Ecoks AYdcot 22l B2 28sS Hoktd, 5§35
{Alotoll M= [DJ City]el ZZH =0 EXst Act Fof A 7L AE Y 0
At 22toled =TF 3 EUCH. “otrotoll= B2 S/ 2 Aol EXMSte el £
5| et=zb d=of Bo| AUt shxlgl fElofA AAH SAH Foll= AJSHTH”

[¢]

—_

‘M HolAsol 2 AlYel SA=0] EMSIUCHE el =Y SIEXME Hel d2

BUch felt BHS UM HUE AUCH HxE HY=yToME ofEl YyoRE
x| ZxE FBHA 2US Ho
|

|
VA ZY7] HEY ATt

ﬂII
=

I OMS2 Ly

=2EHto= —

2l Zol MEXL, ZE E7HsS US| ZYste, #He 77k s MEHE FHdsks
Adg 2Ystes ol= gl vi2te] XS A SE5 A A & 5+ AFHct. “o]
ot sfelel &5 AXIE ofof Z[o{EtCt” 1 Ho|=& etdct. "gkef Galo] ZItHo =
Holack2(FUHE) 2 X Ucts AMMES ot X2z, 2ol B2 I7tA o &o|Lt
Ch H F7ho|2tE =EE%tctH AHUet 8 A 2EH

T HolA So[Lt OfEL ¥ AEOR} TR ZE EUES At A2, MOl ol HI|
Cist dekxiol Aotk ®Mzo =20 2 = JUFUCH "HolA Fo| HH= ol HES
Eos5to ol Z<ols He ¥ £ HAH =X (Yol M JHs] Rgch' D StHElIS
A sUCH "IE2 HE HE Ewstl NMEHEHES oldisty 20| TS0 Ao 01EE
ZAE FHeg = ArtH Mol #E AHolgts A2 4 AFLCC”

"ol Aol AoAM = 25| 2| AldS ZESHA] 2 ZMAL okl stxjgk Os2
Aoz Aol ZoM 2| &7 HAXE FEIHSUCE ol= 2k ofofet F&0]
gt HE B2 otef 2|7 358 D40t 2|7 4 AO[X| B HoAS2 2E
YIE SHEXE ZECHE AMME 210 AFHCE”

Alg Mol steiet = oh2 222 Al mEeh o s MAEE Aol H ko

— — = —_— = —
Aol et RIAF— Fartel Al 2E2| §F FES F5t0] 0|2 (A8 HEUXMEH 2
O e JHUA= ek Al o



Ct. o|= o|l= MY S diisteliof & BIER Ao SHH dH92f 2359 a7t &

i
|
-

'o|Ad2 28T EEoln, A £2 YA sFE2 HZolX|g ZH SHLES W2 o=t
Of et Hol== LGLch "F4a2 e ol=x ofjxol st EEst A28 gs =+
gleuch A @ JHgetal M2istAlH Euch OZd0] Al MM S Essts AXMEH 1
A2 gt Eogtrnt REls €2 JEE St MEAAEHE JHHof ok ghek EAlo|
HZateEl AE|ALSE AlZtEetE o= flder d=20F Fdch a2 Yol H 2 & Us
otE & E 2 2 = Asuct

AMZ2 F2ote| FolX ZEZS Zoistil Folo| HeX|el ofdX|E HHYSE A2 FHo
HAE Y 7N ZE EFet HEE s AR RAMYE JHMtorRt st HE OfF2 =t
X-IO||,||:_|.

'fElE B FE2, Al HjAHEE B2 FE7F o™ wAo=Z AHlg ZHstAl =l
=X SFEcl 1 =(Cho)e ZHEUCE P2l Aol ® HMEE OS50 RHHM=EXE
ot ghHe of aL|ch obek AXSH HMEOIX|7F HUctH | f2|s #HAol xX|E F
g Ut O $xls f2 EFE T2 Zd9Udcoh

An Ally of Obsolescence ::=E3HZFIE3}) =W

2 IR 2 AA XK= Z2eh Aol oish ciXsts tHAl 2ol US
Mz ofjd Mol nznt 22X} Oz thstE guch "ol AlzZim =
ol 7k 71xl = ddun?” 2ln Ho|Es HSUch “ HA2 Zile
212 e AESAHL FoAut O L2 HS LS| s £ AsHch

MY ELCh,
ArBBH=E| 2ot

ol A x| = A}

22 olE P25t MYt BlEE AlFl PAFE Sdl Tk 2RAS 21 9cks
Lich ol Zulo| BIE EXHS 0/F ARES 2207} 2918 2EXI)
A LA =HASUCE TreF Al MARXIE o] HB S ZHHFE OE5°

o %
Hu 4 o

(el — N =
OtED AEES o|gsictH | EH7F o MolZ =& &4 Ch.
M= JIMNEZSEOIL e Z2|FZ20](free-to-play) ZEo0| #Ho| EAELCl Ci2
ZEJ Jbss AU E =XE, 27t olgs5t1, 0|83 kE CHREEJL Jtsst &R
29| gejuct =g AdS Tsts £ Cl2 dHe M2 dERZ MASH| st HF
St Elo|Y S de{F= KA Mzeluct
‘fE|7b ZYUXE B of A¥Mez f2ls YEAX D, ReEl= 2t st JAs FAMe|
LIt A S X|Hsted =22 —.:EF_T'_ Mzisticl” 2t Pocket Gems2| #Iz| 7} 23 &
Hch, g2 2eXtE0| ofC|ofM =X 4z 5HEP0|E stlch 2|7 AldS HAE of M
& J|Zts 2 = ZrEuych aeiAM E“*IP._ ojo] ¢ & Hof &S st2 Tt <2 A
Z2 08 HE0| BHaxs AIMe2RE oo O wWes ASsH € AWt

Booyah@® 3t 2t MZ2 Z2ME TX| Mol FMAL AZoN IS0 olYg JhHctE
S AlYTIELE TASID AaUch  “BololM als fIxTE AY 2 I ESe
SN LS B ciFel S5E BRSD U0 0l TS| HEs| 95 wstn

o 1 == YSUC 22| A2 DICityRERE HS5= §F JIX= 227 EF o
st setsAlEnt AP Moz ol AHelfsliof st AYUCH fele B2 AR FAS
HRstl A= E%"% dMAES2 DX 21D AsHCEH M= o|dolofU=Z AHS =
=0 EA ftE= dhol2t MZEgtuch” ofEVIX 2 A4 ZdEY Aol Tlsd JtsA
2 w2 ST SMED ooy, Ao wE FEXE E0F=0 TS0 2 ciyst =2
2 of Ao AtHEHSIE JhssAl & AU ch Azl A (unreal engine) Zef#E ZhssHA



o
N
&

=)
1

IWLARLEO| 22teA ol ohHg =)

N o
i 10
k2

o\
33
T

N

ol :|0|'
Rl
rir
il

= o

oy &
&2

1o
o

oo iy
T
o
e
T

r
rlo

0

2
12
o

HAl0] Woi7Hs N (defensibility) & Z7b5te{el, SAl2 Of Zetst A2 sfokat Bh
olalY XA BI7HE Bhaipt, TAS RIS THA FE 2 X2
|, Z2E- ol Safok BLICH Of Yokt THAS| of ERASE XIISOIA F

>0
-

o] FZutalo] 9 AZF 71|_/.:E||:|.D4 Xotsd Bete cixg| A7 Hio| Jido =z MAHE
Lt “Alelel Zxo| gatElozy T2 AMIISO cish Al 2H M2 JisEN
H Hol& Aot 2tn =& Z3sUHot "2 o SFEH0[L AHatE & AH++E
M35 S sifof ot =7l SA # et =5 TSt dSstRX|2 o
= AltHoll= ol3 €2 st7lo o Zets & ZHol2tn M= H2

k=13
==

o 10
A

mA rjo X r2

N
0 2

"Al'l Those Things Are Going to Get Better": &2

24 el Al JEAE 2 CtE o|=0| ma & = 2ol BtgEE= O

JlgS gest o stz st 2Eo| FXist= A) olc|ofo els| oMoz TESHA & A
e dgg = A dF= B

=
Lt S A4z 2ls) M mjeictel HstE dYe &+

o
Q

od
o

=X ghct,

B War Commander
X = War Commander 7} 13'—4 M HAFEOA FHH=EJUE Command & Conquer: Red Alert and

Red Alert 22| dgks ZACh= AMME FISHA| ghau ot 2t stdile st A

= & M5 n, MEIF AlSEo] HAol FEE 5 M= MMO AEFKL 2| play
Command&Conquer 71I?:.% AMAIZISZ 510 Mo &L AIRIES ol ZES O o|At
& 4= glX|2k M= gak ol ISt Ao &Y.

SHAI2E M of MAollM MY BA SHx| Zotop & H2 71I%. 2o
= 7.||o|o§l=||_:__| oqsk=2 %I[,|E|. ol= ﬂ%‘oﬂ Otof % |7<|L|E|- EH_I?I__I?I__o_l 7

A £
ASolA MER AY WY dF= FAH0| ofo] == H01| ol 7tsetxl, z

k0

=

L BREOIA T

—
—

==
o
—

=
=

rolI
- o —

JH7HlolAl ZtE Enl28 AE Hobks 7|EE et DT—P 24 ko] &5 &Kol =0
AFUHCH PE= O3S0 SAsE Ao HES E AdS /HLstH = AzEe ey

C” 2t 2|f= A&k

“RalE phelel FE T olet cheret ARIS0l €Y BB B & UE WS K
25k3 Hojeiiich Felel ofolciols olel BE 22 Defsiof Lioe P2l X Eat F
2 & U Tolrte FEUCH” Bwe oMIbE AlKY HAME Holx gxiel, 13 It



A e dE MESHHM MZ22 7Y 7[2)o =HE & odstE g2 d4oloftz HE
a5 22== HE R olHXIF It 7St BAE A2z Eo¥uyct. "ol 2E A
<o d = Ea)
[ — =

—
Ee MY O Z2 gao2 Ji1 ok 2t1 Hol

AlRESO0| Zlle O L2 Weez ghEo] 255 o4 bl Hols S8 Ag1 &

HZoll= S=ot Aol EMsA Eoh AlRE2 A Al 22 34 &5 mAUSSE 2

SX| gt Aduct &7 E24n 22 Aldsks AREDE ot Al JHLRe =

7L == 28 =0l= =2 e /it YRS Mo HESE A2 A2z L}
I

C
=]
olZtH= ZHEXoA A ol & =+ A&Y

tHeeol 49 fel= P27t olHofF st= dHAAECH o B2 2 7|95t g4 =2
YAS0| = T o VA= GUlo| s2lE st MER "WolM &5tk glel B 25
Lch ol OB FA2 LolX|gt J2tF MFE SHAIZILL 7|2 d = A= 7tLY
2l Zio|ct.



